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Boulder Canyon Dam Will
Furnish Cheap Power for
Operation of Oatman Mines

No one feature in the Union today
is so fraught with possibilities to the
Nation at large and to the southwest
in particular as the conservation of
the flood waters of the Colorado river
This vast stream has a watershed of
approximately 300000 squaie miles
and carries a volume of water second
only to the Mississippi the Missouri
being second to it It has a fall of
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Where unequalled United

several thousand feet from Green
river junction to the mouth of Black
Canyon the greater part of area
being susceptible to water impound
ment and power development while at
Boulder Canyon water could be di
verted through high line canal over
at least 2000000 acres of the finest

that God ever created And
while water diversion might be at
Boulder Canyon a project there would
make possible the development of at
least 700000 horsepower of electric
energy enough to cover the needs of
both California Arizona

The Boulder Canyon project has
created more concern in minds of
the people of the country than even

the first power projects on the Niag ¬

ara river when lovers of scenic
grandeur objected to the destruction
of the only gieat waterfall of the1

eastern states and Canada Not until
the subject was put up to Secretary of
the Interior Lane in 1918 did any of
the people of the countiy realize its
potentiality The widespiead notoi
lety gained for the pioject through the

iim

secretarys efforts caused many peo-

ple to come in and try to forestall the
building of this mighty dam by the
government the aid of every civic
organization in the southwest was en-

listed in behalf of private ownership
of this one great project So insistent
did these people become that every ef- -

fort was made to the ef
forts of the service in its
work in the Canyons of the
river and today there is studied ef
fort tc create schism between the sec-

retary of the interior and Secretary
Hoover who was appointed
by the president chairman of the
Colorado river commission
misapprehension exists as to the pur- -

THE MOHAVE COUNTY MINER and OUR WEALTH

pose of this commission the
belief being that it was organized to
build the big dams and distribute the
water and power This is not The
commission was annointed primarily
to inquire into the rights or what the
states consider their lights in the dis-

tribution
¬

of water and power that
may be created by the building of
dams the rivei while at the same

v i u n i1 n ei

CANYON DAM6ITE 2000 and reservoir the

¬

¬

a

land

the

mr mvr - gt - - - -

a

¬

¬

Colorado
a ¬

¬

recently
as

a

MINERAL

general

so

in

time the general government through
the federal service con-

templates
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the building of the dams
It is this power that effort is being
made to take away from the reclama- -

tion service giving it to the Colorado
river commission the commission to
not only build the dams but also to al-

locate
¬

the poiwer and water undrlhe
going so far ap tuaccept the

aid of private corporations in the pro
jects these private corporations to
cerne in for a big part of the power
after the states have secured their al-

lotment
¬

Now it may not be generally known
that there is one feature of the Colo
rado river that cannot be overlooked

it position as an international sticani
Under the constitution all btieams of
an intienational character or whose
wateis are navigable aie governmen ¬

tal contiolled and even congress
cannot change this character except
by adjudging them non navigable No
matter what action congress may take
it cannot divest the United States of
its right in an international stream
and must at all times exercise sover-
eignty

¬

over it And this is the con-

dition

¬

of the Colorado river It must
at all times be under the jurisdiction
of the federal government and any
work carried on in it must be con-

trolled

¬

absolutely by the govenment
which takes the development of the
ptream control of its water and any
power developed along its thousands
of miles of reaches out of the possi ¬

bility of pnvate contiol Its lamifi
cations aie too gieat to allow private
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corporations to get a look in at this

wonderful stream because the interest

of the whole people to be benefitted
by the waters and the power are al
ligned with government ownership

But leaving all questions of who js
to build the dams ior the-- considera ¬

tion of congress let us look into the
projects that are under consideration
In the first place the Colorado river
is a menace to every interest lying
along its broad valleys because of its
yearly overflow While there was no
attempt to use the waters of the
stream little thought was given to its
annual floods but after the reclama-

tion

¬

of a large area of lands in and
aiound Yuma and the big reclamation

campaign in the Imperial alley the
people sent forth appeals for help
from the encroachment of flood
waters As the years went by the
menace of floods became greater and
greater until the last year saw the
ciest of one of the greatest river
floods in history eating away the bar-
riers

¬

that had been built to divert
the flood waters from tearing the
heart out of the reclaimed lands of
the Salton basin Only after the ex-

penditure
¬

of a great sum of money
was the danger averted But this
year the same performance will have
to be gone through and year by year
as the level of the river rises the
danger of overflow will grow greater
ana greater until there will be nfl
stopping of the ravages of the mighty
stieam And the only sure way to
curb the stream is bv building the
great dam at Boulder Canyon where
the flow of this mighty river may be
impounded and let loose only when
theie is demand for the waters for
use in the fields along its course In
place of being a raging torrent the
Colorado river will become one of the
most useful sti earns of the world do
ing the bidding of man furnishing its
Jifegiving waters to bring fruitfulness
into the parched desert lands It will
also become useful to every form of
jndustiy its water flow being con-

verted
¬

into power for use of every in ¬

dustry in the contiguous states
The benefit that will accrue to Mo ¬

have county alone cannot be comput-
ed

¬

It will make possible the opening
of the low grade mines the develop-
ment

¬

of all forms of industry and the
furthering of agriculture Without
the building of a highline canal there
would be brought into cultivation
close to 150000 acres of rich lands
along the river while a canal would
reach a still greater area and at the
same time could be made to develop a
large amount of power at the distri-
bution

¬

point So great would be the
influence on the industries of this
county that we may look for every
section of our broad land to take on
wonderful development under this be-

nign
¬

impetus
Operations have proceeded to such

a point in Boulder Canyon that the
Secretary ofthe Interior has reported
favorably on the project and is us
inir everv endeavor to provide the
funds wherewith to proceed as soon

I as possible with the building of the
by passes and the final building of tne
great dam This dam will stand about
600 feet above normal water level and
may flood the town of St Thomas
Nevada and make a lake 34x40 miles
one of the greatest lakes ever made
artificially It will hold approximately
40000000 acre feet of water and v ill

or to
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develop nearly 700000 of
electricity It will have capacity to
supply the necessary water for the
reclamation of 6000000 acies of land
which would care for every acre in
Arizona California and Mexico A
highline canal reaching out from
Boulder Canyon would carry water
into the interior of Arizona many
miles above Yuma on the Gila and
cover large acreages in Mohave and
Yuma counties It would
at least 500000 acres from overflow
along the river these lands being the
richest in the world So great would
be the for good that this
project would create that it reaches
far beyond the of the pres ¬

ent day and the people of the future
will bless those who had the fore ¬

sight to bring it into being
While the of our agri ¬

cultural resources will be the first
blessing to come to the people the
Boulder Canyon project completed
will be of enduring benefit to the min ¬

ing industry of every section of the
state as it will furnish cheap power
which has grown to be a heavy bur ¬

den on all forms of mining So great
has been the burden imposed by pow ¬

er costs that the copper mines report
that should they not get some form
of relief in two yeais all copper mines
will have to close in the state So
from this we may see what a pass
power costs has brought the industry
that made Arizona great And to get
this relief the copper of
the state are preparing to build a dam
in the Colorado river at Boulder Can-

yon
¬

through which they expect to cut
the power costs to a minimum

It is said by the that
should the Boulder Canyon dam be¬

come a reality power may be distrib ¬

uted from it to all the southwest at
a maximum cost of not to exceed
three quarters of a cent a
from which the entire cost of the pro ¬

ject would be returned inside of twen ¬

ty years no charge being made for
the distribution of water This low

rate would make possible the use of
this power for heating as well as
light and power

Officials of London have decreed
that children under 16 shall not see
certain motion pictures unless accom
panied by parents or There
are two classes of films that are
passed by the British board of film
censors One class is passed for uni-

versal
¬

exhibition and another for
adult exhibition only

Airplanes in the California rice
fields ward off the flocks of wild
ducks that come down from the North
each autumn to feed on the grain
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